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One thing that has become clear in the last few years is the increasing trust in
the Town Council, under our leadership, to take care of community spaces
and make positive changes. This was behind the public support for the
purchase of Becky Addy wood, and also the gift to the town of Arnold's Wood,
near Northleigh.
We have been successful in protecting, nurturing and enhancing spaces that
the Town Council has taken on. In the coming months, management of areas
like Poulton and all remaining play areas will come to the Town Council.

A track-record of
making things better

It's really important that the town has an experienced and proven Town
Council team, so that where there are known issues – whether that's drainage
on Poulton Field, play equipment that needs replacing, or improving habitats
for wildlife – they are dealt with quickly and effectively.
As well as experienced Town Councillors, our team includes engineers,
geologists and people who have worked on large-scale public projects. Our
experience also means that we can take on projects like the Poulton
Skatepark and Culver Field Pavilion without repeating the mistakes of
previous councils.

Bradford on Avon is defined by its green spaces: the fields and woodlands that surround us, the
parks and gardens in our town centre, and the playing fields at Poulton and Bearfield. We believe
that these spaces are best-protected by being under the custodianship of the Town Council – so
that local people, with clear connections to our community, have a real say in how they are run.

In partnership with the town

Ideal Bradford has worked hard to protect and improve the areas that the Town Council has already
taken on, and we've added to the areas the Town Council looks after.

A key feature of our approach is to work with
our community to support projects and take
ownership of the areas they use.

provide groundwater to the bowls club and
surrounding area rather than using mains water
– reducing running costs and eco-impact.

At Culver Close, we led the Council to provide
new mowing equipment for the Cricket Club
and we've started preparatory work on a new
multi-sport eco-pavilion to replace the existing
run-down building.

We have also supported groups like Clean Up
Bradford with equipment and advice – helping
them to maintain areas that Wiltshire Council
has withdrawn services from. It is that sense of
civic service that marks out Bradford on Avon,
and makes us proud to serve the town and its
people.

In 2018, we finalised the transfer of the Colonel William Llewellen Palmer Educational Charity to
Town Council management, after years of trying by the previous administration. This meant that we
were able to replace play equipment that hadn't been properly maintained at Sladesbrook Park,
and take on and hugely improve the running of the allotments at Sladesbrook and Bancroft. That
work continues with tree- and hedge-planting. as part of efforts to enhance local habitats, while
also improving the play area and recreation ground.
This has been the pattern of our work, which has applied to Culver Close, including the Barton Farm
play area, and Kingston Wood and play area. Taking on areas, understanding how they can be
improved, and then getting on with the job – a methodology that we're preparing to apply to the
170 square kilometres of land that the Town Council is about to take on from Wiltshire Council.

Under our leadership, the Town Council has
also started installing a borehole which will

In January 2020, we created the post of Green Spaces Officer and we've increased the size of the
Town Warden team, also investing in a new electric vehicle for them. In July 2020, we
commissioned a biodiversity survey and we've initiated work on improving signs and pathways
around the town, and have agreed a litter strategy which will address long-standing issues of bins
not being emptied or being removed by Wiltshire Council.
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